
The First Sunday of Advent 

My dear Friends, 

If you had been walking in the cold, crisp November sunshine through our area 1,000 years ago you would have been in the 
rural manor of Roath with farms, homesteads and fields all around you. Go forward to the twelfth century and you would be 
told that the single manor had been divided into three owing to the territorial appropriations of various monastic houses. 
The first two were called Roath Tewkesbury and Roath Keynsham and later joined by Roath Dogfield. If we look today at the 
areas that they covered then we would see that they include the present day council wards of not only Penylan and 
Plasnewydd but also Adamsdown and Cathays. All these were cared for by the tiny Chapel of Ease on the site of our present 
parish church, dedicated to St Margaret. A priest would have been provided by the Abbey, his annual stipend was £4, 6s 8d, 
fortunately this has since been increased but no longer is the allowance of 20d for shoes paid! As recently as 1869 much of 
the district was still rural before the huge explosion of population, housing, industrial and commercial growth which results 
in the streets we see now. (I am indebted to Mr Jeff Childs’ excellent book on Roath for the historical information).  

The parish boundary map of that time in the nineteenth century curiously mirrors much of what the Diocese of Llandaff 
proposes today as the Ministry Area of Roath and Cathays (RCMA). A great difference being the increase in population, in 
1861 it was 3,044, the area we are called to serve today is 73,000. We also of course have many more places of worship. Our 
Anglican family will be ministered to in the five churches of St Edward, St German, St Margaret, St Martin and St Michael. The 
clergy will be the Reverend Ruth Coombs, the Reverend Caroline Downs, Father Irving Hamer and myself.  

(The Churches of St Anne, now known as ‘Urban Crofters’ and St Teilo, now ‘Citizen Church’ have been established as 
individual parishes in the Diocese and in the Central Cardiff Area with their own priests and church councils).  

Those of you who regularly read ‘Llandaff Matters’ and these letters will know that over the last year your clergy, parish 
officers, PCC and church committee members have been very occupied with meetings and arrangements for reorganisation 
of our parish as part of what is happening throughout the diocese. There are over a hundred parishes being consolidated into 
29 Ministry Areas. The Bishop’s Decree states that these will come into being on the 1st January, 2022. Under the new 
regulations there will be a single Ministry Area Council replacing the existing PCCs. We will still have our individual church 
committees as we do now, doing most of the day to day tasks in and around our churches. I thank God regularly for the 
dedication and hard work of all who serve on them. The Ministry Area will however have a Ministry Area Council (MAC) 
chaired by a lay chair, Mr Mike Payne (MALC), appointed by the Bishop. He will be joined by the clergy, officers and 
representatives of all five churches. We have proposed that there will be three representatives from each church to ensure 
a wide and comprehensive membership and a strong voice and worthwhile contribution from each congregation. Members 
of the MAC will be the trustees of the MA. We will also need two Church Wardens for the Area, one elected by those on the 
electoral roll and the other appointed by the Ministry Area Leader (MAL), the role I am to take. In the coming weeks please 
pray that individuals will come forward for nomination to these important and significant roles. Also consider whether you 
or someone you know might be willing and able to take on one of these tasks. We will also have to keep our volunteers in 
the various church committees as they are essential to the smooth running of our churches.  

These changes will come into force in the New Year. Part of that process will entail us having a Special Vestry Meeting in St 
Margaret’s on Monday 17th January at 7pm to which everyone on the combined electoral roll of the proposed Ministry Area 
will be entitled to attend and vote. This meeting has to be called by the Area Dean, the Reverend Dyfrig Lloyd as the other 
clergy need to be re-licensed before taking up our new responsibilities. Please speak to our Wardens if you want to check you 
are on the Electoral Roll which is undergoing revision at this time.  

The First Sunday in Advent begins our new church year. It will be as you can see a challenging, demanding and exciting year 
for us all as we continue in this new initiative to help us fulfil the Diocesan Vision. We aim to work together “to tell a joyful 
story, grow the Kingdom of God and build our capacity for good” as the Vision states and show that Roath and Cathays is a 
place where “Faith Matters” today as it did 1,000 years ago. 

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


